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Cumbria’s Youth Climate Summit

Act Local, Think Global!

27%" June 2025

Venue: Furness Academy, Barrow-in-Furness

Hosted by: The Summit Makers — Furness Academy
Students
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2025 Youth Climate Summit
Schools across Cumbria were invited to attend the 5th Youth Climate
Summit for Cumbria. CDEC worked with the Events Team at Furness
Academy (28 students) as well as young people from various schools
to plan, design and deliver the 2025 Youth Climate Summit. This
involved a series of regular meetings with The Furness Academy group
that renamed themselves as ‘The Summit Makers’ to decide:

- the theme/s

- the workshops

- format for the day

- who would host and facilitate the youth led workshops

Following consultation with the Summit Makers, the overall theme for the 2025 summit was ‘Act Local,
Think Global’. They decided that the most efficient way to work was to divide into teams:

Design

Welcome

Evaluation and Comms
Logistics

Lunch and refreshments
Tech

An action plan was collaboratively produced. These groups were overseen by a group of 3 students who
would regularly check in with the teams to ensure they had the correct support and resources. This
model proved to be extremely successful. For instance, the design team designed an amazing Summit
logo for this year which featured on all communications. Feedback from the students was immensely
positive.

‘I learnt a lot about myself and what we can achieve as a team’ — Year 7 student

‘The Climate Summit was amazing! It went faster than | thought it would. Overall | have loved being a
part of it’ — Year 8 student

‘The biggest highlight of the day was it fully clicking in my head how important this actually is.” — Year 7
student

It was supported by a range of organisations and individuals, including:

® Laura Goad, Geoff Norman, Alison Hooper, Dan Jeffrey and Peter Batty (CDEC)

e John Forbes, Anna Templeton, Rebecca Stacey, Laura Blake (Futureproof Cumbiria)
e Martin Skingley(ProVeg)

e Jenny Williams (keynote speaker, Students Organising for Sustainability - SOS)

e Maddi Nicholson (ART Gene)

® Caroline Thompson (Ulverston Repair Café)

e Amy Boud (Playful Nature)

® Deborah Woods (Flotation Energy — Morecambe Bay Wind Farm)

e Marley Brayfield (Queen Katherine School)
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® Erin McCanney (Ulverston Community College)

® Pippa Martin and Hester Harrington (Barrow Library)

e Hannah Girvan, Katherine Banks, Claire Gould and Ruth Webster (Westmorland and Furness

Council)

e Dr Cormac Lawler (MMU and Northwest Climate Ambassador Manager)

® Gail Grevett (Cumbria Clothing Collective)

e Nicola Woolley (Centre for Leadership Performance)
e Elli Clarke (Another Way)

e Megan Bartlett (Land and Nature Skills Service)
® Lucy Grecic and Susie Thomas (Kendal College)
e ClIr Tony Callister

e (Clir Beverley Morgan

e Clir Tim Bloomer

e (ClIr Janet Battye

e ClIr Therese Assouad

e Nancy Holt (Cumberland Council)

® Lorraine Thompson (WFC)

e Anthony Briggs (Morecambe Bay Partnership)
e Josh Stevens (Cumbria Climate Assembly)

A special thanks goes to Furness Academy for providing the venue for this year’s event.

‘We were pleased to host this year's Youth Climate Summit. It is such an important issue for young people
and we were delighted that it was such a success.’ Jenny Wildman, Deputy Headteacher

Attendance

22 schools participated in the event, bringing together 115 young people and teachers.

Attending Schools

Appleby Grammar

Ashfield Primary School

Furness Academy

Grange Primary School

Greystoke Primary School

Heron Hill Primary School

Ireleth St Peters Primary School

Leven Valley Primary School

Lindal and Martin Primary School

Lindale Primary School

Newton Village Primary School

Parkside Primary School

Pennington Primary School

Penruddock Primary School

Sacred Heart Primary School

South Walney Junior School

St Cuthbert’s Catholic Primary School

St Mary’s Primary School

St Paul’s Junior School

The Lakes School

Ullswater Community College

Yarlside Primary School

v Westmorland
& Furness
Council
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Age range: 8/9 years through to 17 years

Schools who signed up but couldn’t attend close to the date of the summit.

Richard Rose Central Academy

Flookburgh Primary

Robert Ferguson Primary

Background to the Summit

In 2019, Robert Ferguson Primary School organised the first Youth Climate Summit in Cumbria. Its
success and the interest from schools and young people in climate action meant that when Cumbria
Action for Sustainability (CAfS) were developing a funding bid for a National Lottery grant, continuing
the summits was written into aspects of the youth strands of work. The Youth Climate Summits are now
part of the ZCC programme and are funded by the National Lottery’s Climate Action Fund.

The Zero Carbon Cumbria Partnership (ZCCP), is a large, Cumbria-wide partnership of more than 80
organisations with an ambition to make Cumbria the first carbon-neutral county in the UK (by 2037), in
a way that benefits communities and is led by them. It is a community-led programme which will tackle
some of the main sources of carbon emissions in our county, with a particular focus on food, energy,
transport and the goods we buy.

Aims of the Youth Climate Summit:

1. To provide young people and schools across Cumbria with the opportunity to learn about climate
change and what action they can take locally and globally.

2. To provide young people with the opportunity to share what they have already been doing and be
inspired with new ideas.

3. To provide the ZCCP partnership the opportunity to raise awareness of the programme and how
schools and young people can get involved.

4. To be as youth led as possible - in planning content and facilitating the event.
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Summary of the 2025 event

The programme was as follows:

9:00-9:30 Market Place organisations arrive and set up
9:30-10:00 Arrival Time, signing in — Speakers’ corner and Market Place time
10:00 - 10:15 Welcome Speech, Housekeeping — Summit Makers

Keynote speech - Jenny Williams (Students Organising for Sustainability)

10:15 - 10:50 School Interaction — Pair & Share
Discussion on Success Stories

Organisation time informing locations for workshop 1, lunch and workshop 2

10:50 - 11:35 Workshop 1

11.35-11.50 Break - Activities: Market Place Stalls, Speakers’ Corner, exhibitions
11:50-11:55 GROUP PHOTO — outside then move to Workshop 2

11.55-12.40 Workshop 2

12.40-1.30 Lunch

1:40 - 2:15 Fashion Show

Song - Let Justice Roll like a river

Closing Remarks - pledges and departure
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Welcome and opening

The Summit Makers welcomed the schools and guests and outlined the focus of the day in learning to
‘Act Local and Think Global’. They spoke passionately of their desire to do more. In their school they have
planned to remove all cardboard waste for drinks and the lights in all classrooms and corridors are now
movement sensitive. They outlined what can be achieved together for the town of Barrow too, especially
in cleaning up public spaces and repurposing derelict buildings for community use.

A special call to action!

This call to action was the idea of the Summit Makers:
Like you we are bothered about our planet and what we can do about the climate
emergency — as individuals, as a school, as the community of Barrow and citizens

of Cumbria. You are encouraged to make a pledge to reduce our carbon footprint today.
You need to write this on a card footprint in your packs and add it to the amazing textile
world made by the Summit Makers.

We hope that we all leave at the end of the day feeling inspired to continue to contribute to a happy and
sustainable future.

By the end of the day, the textile world had been covered in pledges.

The Summit Makers also reminded the schools of Cumbria’s pledge:
The Carbon Change Act 2008 commits the UK to bring all greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050.
Cumbria has pledged to achieve this by 2037! We all need to act locally to have a global impact!

Guest Speaker

Jenny Williams from Students Organising for Sustainability (SOS) was
invited to give the keynote speech. She recounted her journey from being
very young and being bothered about the climate crisis — feeling that it was
just too big for her to make a difference. She invited the students to share
their thoughts by posing a number of pertinent questions such as ‘Have you
ever felt that what you do will make no difference?’ By starting small is the
key and working together.

She is now an Ambassador for SOS and frequently delivers speeches and
workshops, whilst being a full time student at Lancaster University.

School Networking
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The hosts invited the schools to connect and network with each other to find out what actions they have
been taking. It was also a chance to gain inspiration from others and to see if any schools were doing
similar projects.

Schools were invited to answer the questions below:

Have your schools done any environmental projects or themed ‘What would you like to learn from today?
lessons this year that they can share?

What is everyone's names and what
schools are you from?

What changes do you want to see in your schools Is there anything that your schools do that are
to make them more environmentally friendly? Are similar to each other? E.g do you both have
there any challenges your schools face? student councils, use recycling bins.

What are some of the differences between your schools?
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Have your schools done any environmental projects
ot themed lessons this year that they can share?
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Some of the responses:

Have your schools done any environmental projects
or themed lessons this year that they can share?
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School report: Have your schools done any environmental projects or themes lessons this
year that they can share?

Working with other schools planting pollinating friendly trees
Walk to school week

Project — What is climate change? Looking at impacts

Card juice cartons for break and lunch

Exploring nature

Filling up water stations

Climate themed lessons

School report: What would you like to learn from today?

How can we continue to make an impact

What more we can do at our school to reduce our carbon footprint

How to refresh our wildlife garden

Maybe start an allotment
e Main things we can do in school

School report: What changes do you want to see in your schools to make them more

environmentally friendly? Are there any challenges your schools’ face?
e An allotment to grow our own snacks

A pond installed in our wildlife garden

A walking bike/bus

Use the allotment area more effectively

Renewable energy eg. Solar panels

Less plastic

More going outside

Sharing ideas/successes

Prior to the summit, schools were asked to complete a poster or presentation to showcase some of their
successes.

‘Our Schools Climate Success’ to showcase any projects they may have completed in school and to provide
their top tips to inspire others.

This display made an inspiring focus to the summit.

12
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To learn the song ‘Let Justice Roll Like a River’ by Fischy Music

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MX90qgJBLT98

Carbon Pledge World

The pledge world was a statement piece in the hall which
stimulated lots of conversations. Furness Academy
students deliberately featured Cumbria in the centre to fit
with the theme, ‘Act Local, Think Global’. Attendees were
invited to write a pledge to aim to reduce their carbon
footprint. Pledges included:

Eat less red meat

Cycle to school instead of drive
Buy local and in season

Mend my clothes

Recycle

\\ s romesrd 2= CUMBRIA
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e Avoid single use plastic

e Compost waste food for the garden

e Avoid fast fashion such as Shien
This fabric world will be a permanent installation at Furness Academy. The Summit Makers are determined
to use it to showcase any climate action initiatives their school is involved

Market Place

We had the fantastic opportunity to work with the following organisations at the summit:

Westmorland and Furness Council - " {\ | AW
Futureproof Cumbria / ProVeg . & Our Journey
Cumbria Clothing Collective [ i " 1o Net Zero
Flotation Energy ! i1 @
Another Way

Barrow Library

Centre for Leadership Performance
Land and Nature Skills Service
WEFC Waste Management Team
Friends of the Lake District

Each stall was fun and interactive and gave the opportunity for students and teachers to explore the many
organisations in Cumbria available to them for supporting schools in sustainability projects.

14
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Speakers’ Corner

The Speakers' Corner was organised by Lucy and Susie, two media students from Kendal College, with
support from CDEC. This engaging activity aimed to capture the voices of young people, empowering them
by affirming that what they have to say is important.

15
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7 Cumbria Development Education Centre
‘13’ B effery @ 27 June- @

Speakers' Corner wi vith Ashfield Juniors #youthclimatesummit2025

See insights and ads Boost post

0D 4 1 comment

oY Like D Comment £ Share

'. Claire Smits
What a fantastic and inspiring day! Thank you!
4w Lke Reply Hide [+

& Comment as Cumbria Develapment Education Centre
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The Workshops

Students had the opportunity to attend 2 workshops out of a possible 9.

Fast fashion branding — the stories behind the brands — Erin McCanny (Power of 10 Ambassador)

o ploe ) Students were able to find out the real stories behind the biggest fashion

$ brands to discover if their approach to sustainable fashion — or not! This will
help to make informed choices and share their stories with others.

Every school was invited to bring an upcycled new outfit created from preloved clothes and take part
in a fashion show to close the summit with a ‘fashion statement for 2025/

Biodiversity Backgarden Boosters - Marley Brafield — Power of 10 Ambassador

g 15 What is biodiversity?

ACTION DNLAND

Why is it important for Climate
Change?

This was an opportunity to learn more and take action.
Students made:

« wildflower / native flower seed pots
* bug houses made from recycled materials
¢ bird feeders

Winds of Change: How wind energy helps our planet

13 == Deborah Woods (Flotation Energy — Morecambe
Wind Farm)

&
v
i

The students were invited to explore the amazing
power of wind! In this informative and interactive session, the learnt how
wind energy as a renewable energy source can help fight against climate
change.

They discovered how turbines are designed and explored the future of wind energy and the
opportunities it creates.

Create your own musical climate action rebellion — Amy Boud (Playful Nature)

17
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13 oo GODD HEALTH Song of the Earth: The Earth is alive with sound and song! The students
ACTION AND WELL-BEING

took this as inspiration for their own mini musical creation, helping them
explore the question:

How can listening to our local landscape inform and support our response
to the global climate crisis? The students explored language to create their own songs or chants
related to the sounds of nature.

Cumbria Youth Climate Activists - Have Your Say (Art Gene)

13 cuum GOOD HEALTH The students had the opportunity to paint a punchy phrase

onto a placard. Individual, handmade wooden signs were Puy L5535 N
° : Re- mrca\\‘f’

ACTION AND WELL-BEING

made for all participants. They had expert guidance from
Barrow professional artists who helped the students make
the most of what they wanted to say. This certainly created a collective impact on the
day! The signs were taken back to school at the end of the day.

Power to the (Young) People! - Jenny Wilson — Students Organising Sustainability (SOS) joined by
Josh Steven from the Cumbria Climate Assembly

1 L S This workshop was designed to support young people to understand their
spheres of influence and how to use their voice for positive change. They

learnt about how their personal actions can have a wider reaching impact

and how to create their own campaign on topics they are passionate about.

O
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How big are our footprints ... and what have bananas got to do with it? - Geoff
Norman - CDEC

13 o 19 e Exploring Carbon Footprints and their link to climate

o FRO0ETIN change with Geoff from CDEC was great fun. The

@ m students were challenged to think about what a carbon
footprint is whether it be of a person, a product or a
country! The banana game certainly helped the students consider their choices to
reduce their own carbon footprint and write their pledge for the fabric world.

Repair Workshop — invisible mending - Caroline Thompson — Ulverston
Repair Cafe

Students were invited to bring something that needed
ACTION CONSUMPTION . . . .
Lo repairing and were given guidance about how to go
about repairing it.

13 CLIMATE RESPONSIBLE

Examples of different things to repair were provided,
and different ways of doing repairs such as visible repairs and sashiko stitching were taught and the
students practised at refining their mending skills.

Make Your Mark — Act Local, Think Global - Hester Harrington (Creative Practitioner) and Pippa
Martin (Westmorland and Furness Libraries Outreach Officer)

13 CLIMATE GOOD HEALTH

ACTION Tnaeagd  Using the power of illustration and graphic art this workshop provided
time for reflection and to create an impactful piece of artwork. Using the
<D v e o . .
global language of illustration, mark making and zentangle drawings
students were able to make their own creative personal response to Acting
Local and Thinking Global. All individual pieces were put together to create a Collective Climate
Mural.

Closing and pledge/actions

The final activity was to look at:
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What did

What ideas do
you you have for

enjoy?

next year's
summit?

What did

you not
enjoy?

Feedback from the Summit: What did you enjoy
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| didn't enjoy...

® |unch- waited too long ® singing
B workshops were too short © not enough time

® the food choices

Ideas for next year...

10
make the workshops longer
more marketplace stalls
another fashion show 2
poster competition

5

more crafts/ arts based

an agreed statement

Press Release, Social media and website
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Quotes

Councillor Janet Battye, Westmorland and Furness Council Cabinet Member for Children’s Services,
Education and Skills, was one of four Westmorland and Furness Councillors - along with councillors
Tony Callister, Beverley Morgan and Tim Bloomer - who attended the summit.

Councillor Battye said: “It was inspiring to see so many young people from across Cumbria coming
together to lead conversations on climate change.”

Dr Cormac Lawler — Research Associate at MMU and North West Regional Manager - Climate
Ambassadors Programme

| attended the Youth Climate Summit in Furness Academy on 27 June 2025 . It was an incredible
event, fizzing with energy, powered by passion, and full of commitment to take action on climate
change.

| was highly impressed by the young people at the Youth Climate Summit — everyone was engaged
and eager to find out more. It was clear that climate change means a lot to these young people —
they’re fully aware of the problem and doing all they can to be a part of the solution. In the
workshops in which | participated, the students showed a real understanding of climate change,
from counting their carbon footprints to creating biodiverse habitats. | was also sat at a table with a
mix of students and local Councillors — the students were happy to share their passion about
renewable energy and energy efficient housing, and the Councillors were clearly interested in
hearing more and doing more work, including making further visits to schools — it will be interesting
to see what comes of this!

The exhibition space was always abuzz with questions, curiosity and ideas. And at the close of the
day, the exuberance and creativity of the fantastic fashion show was matched by a deeply moving
rendition of a song, sung with children around the world, which included the challenge

“Leaders will you listen?” | hope that the young people at this event are listened to, and given every
opportunity to become tomorrow’s leaders on climate change.

“Events like this demonstrate the power of education not just to inform, but to empower. Our
schools are nurturing future leaders and giving students the space to shape solutions to global
challenges is one of the most important things we can do.”

Councillor Giles Archibald, Westmorland and Furness Council Cabinet Member for Climate,
Biodiversity and Environmental Services, said: “Supporting events like the Youth Climate Summit is
vital. It ensures that the next generation not only understands the challenges we face but is
empowered to be part of the solution.

22
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Here are examples of some posts:

Cumibria Development Education Centre
. 5 Fublizhed by Dan Jeffery @ 27 June - @
Cumbria Development Education Centre
Publizhad by Dan Jefiery @- 27 June - @ Market Place activities #youthclimatesummit2025
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Wonderful, important event. It's great the Summit is in Barrow this year, and are
delighted to be 3 part of it. We nzed to re-imagine everything.

#ZeroCarbonCumbia Futureproof Cumbria
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Film of the event.

In order to capture the essence of the summit we commissioned Lucy and Susie of Kendal College to
produce a video of the day.

[final edit to come]

Resources and ideas shared at the Youth Climate Summit can be accessed via the padlet:

Youth Climate Summits Padlet
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https://padlet.com/office744/cumbria-s-youth-climate-summits-r8iufv4r33lbibo0

